
THE WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

MINUTES FOR THE:

Tuesday January 4, 2022 Meetnng

Meetnn calglged o   rder ao 7:500 MM, wioh 7  r 8 WMNS Members rreseno and 0 Guuesosg

Meetnn helgd ao ohe M uno Leban n Unioed Meoh diso hhurch ao 3319 Weso Liberoy veenue, 
Mittsburnh Mv 150216

1) TREASURER’S REPORT – Larry Hg rer ros N e 30, 2021 Soandard Bank balgance  f 
$1,689g16g  The WMNS hhrisomas nif check  f $500  n behalgf  f Mrsg D (f r her meetnn 
desseros) clgears ohe bank and $0g04  f inoereso earned was earnedg  Endinn Dec 31, 2021 
balgance ao $1,639g20g

ag Larry Hg stlglgs need o  wrioe 2 WMNS checks f r $100 each as remembrances f r 
deceased WMNS members - $100 o  MvN  n behalgf  f Ted Sg and $100 o  ohe vNS
 n behalgf  f T m Fg

bg Larry Hg needs o  neo Gu sia Fg’s December 10oh emailg o   oher WMNS members 
renardinn direct ns  n h w o  d naoe o  ohe vNS  n behalgf  f T mg 

2) COMMITTEE REPORTS:
ag There is discussi n ab uo a c noribut n o  ohe Heinz Hiso ry henoer f r a brick 

d nat n by WMNSE Mike Dg wilglg ineestnaoe c so deoailgsg
bg Mike Dg rer ros eBay salges  f $23g32 in Decemberg  This m noh Mike wilglg be 

selglginn annelgic cherubs  n eBayg
3) CORRESPONDENCE – N ohinn o  rer ro rer Richard hg
4) OLD BUSINESS - N ohinn o  rer rog
5) NEW BUSINESS:

ag 2022 WMNS dues wilglg be c lglgecoed in February and March ao $20 rer memberg
bg The hlgari n manazine is ao ohe rrinoer and sh ulgd be  uo nexo weekg
cg The February 2022 sreaker wilglg be T m Ug
dg Discussi n  f ohe N eember 2022 WMNS banqueo meetnn ao Sc nlgi ’sg  The 

WMNS meetnn and banqueo wilglg be helgd N e 1, 2022g  ELEhTIONN DvY wilglg be N e 
8, 2022g  In rri r years ohese daoes c nficoed s  h refulglgy ohis N eember ohe 
elgect n day e lgunoeers wilglg be ablge o  attend ohe banqueog

6) PRESENTATION – Richard Jg niees an excelglgeno rresenoat n  n “ohe H use  f 
h nsoantne” ao ohe soaro  f ohe Byzantne emrire in year 300 vDg  Richard emrhasizes 
h w ohis was a eery c ne lguoed and c mrlgicaoed emrire – wioh much  f ohe ourm ilg  
arisinn fr m ohe “lguso f r r wer” due o  marriane, r lgitcalg and lgeadershir dieisi nsg  
There was c nsoano infnhtnn beoween chalglgenners as welglg as blg  d relgatees in attemros
o  nain r werg  v maj r rlgayer in ohis lgine  f lgeadershir – “JULIvN THE vMONSTIh” saw his 



Faoher assassinaoed and he became a eery hardc re rulger wioh a hardened hearog BY 361 
vD ohere were n  m re heirs in ohe h nsoantne lgine rulginn ohe Byzantne emrireg

ag ONne reas n ohao CONSTANTINE WAS CONSIDERED GREAT is ohao he, am nn 
 ohers, was helgrfulg in brinninn hhristanioy o  Eur reg  In faco, his frso wife 
HELENv, became eery relgini us in her lgaoer years and ao ane 70 she o  k a 
rilgnrimane o  ohe H lgy Land and surr sedlgy unc eered ohe hr ss  f Jesus hhriso’s
crucifxi ng  Helgena was named a Saino f r ohisg

bg (Point b. ADDED BY LARRY H.) vn oher reas n ohao CONSTANTINE WAS 
CONSIDERED GREAT was ohao - The Byzantne Emrire, ohao is ohe Easoern R man 
Emrire, lgasoed f r quioe a lg nn tmeE fr m 284 o  14503g  F r much  f ios hiso ry, 
Byzantum was rich and rr srer us, wioh a soablge m neoary sysoem and a lg nn reri d  f 
ec n mic exransi ng  Min r vsia, Syria-Malgestne and Enyro had anriculgouralg ec n mies 
ohao were welglg esoablgished, as such, ohey rr eided ohe bulgk  f ohe soaoe reeenuesg     /     
Beoween ohe tme  f Di clgetan o  ohe tme  f Marcian (284-4507), ohe Byzantne Emrire 
esoablgished ios lg nn-lgastnn instout nsg  Firso, Di clgetan inor duced v NEW SYSTEM ONF 
TvXvTIONN based  n heads (carioa) and lgand (iunera)g  Sec nd, runaway infat n had 
been a maj r rr blgem f r ohe emrire since a crisis in ohe ohird cenouryg  h nsoantne 
instouoed MONNETvRY REFONRM, whereby, insoead  f oryinn o  reso re silgeer currency, 
h nsoantne c ncenoraoed  n mintnn lgarne quanttes  f n  d soandard n lgd rieces, 
calglged ohe SONLIDUS  r NONMISMvg  The ealgue  f ohe SONLIDUS remained lgarnelgy soablge 
untlg ohe crisis  f ohe elgeeenoh cenoury, and ohis was a lgarne raro  f Byzantum’s 
rr srerioyg     /    Since oaxat n  n ohe lgand was nreaoer ohan  n ohe heads, many re rlge 
fed ohe ruralg areas o  m ee o  ohe maj r cites  f ohe Emrireg  This was r sitee since 
ohe maj rioy  f ohe cites were near ohe sea, and ohis facilgioaoed orade as m einn n  ds 
ohr unh sea and rieers was much chearer ohan lgand oransr roat ng  H weeer, ohis ruralg 
der rulgat n algs  had s me d wnside risks as ohe exransi n  f lgarne lgand wners c ulgd 
be a ohreao o  ohe soaoe, s  ohe emrer rs had o  keer a carefulg waoch  n lgand 
accumulgat n, and ohis der rulgat n made ohe c nsoano raids by ohe Gu oh and Hun 
ineaders much easierg

cg S me reas ns ohao CONSTANTINE WAS NOT CONSIDERED GREAT was ohao 1) 
s me  f his s ns rebelglged anainso him and his lgeadershir, 2) h nsoantne had a 
number  f blg  d relgatees kilglged, 3) h nsoantne had s me  f his f es b ilged algiee 
untlg ohey rerished, 4) and he was n o bartzed in ohe Rieer J rdan untlg he was 
ur n his deaohbedg

7) SHOW & TELL:
ag Ed Kg br unho s me  f ohe c ins which he wilglg be clgeaninn when he makes his 

WMNS Mresenoat n lgaoer ohis yearg
bg Mike Dg wilglg be w rkinn  n a rr jeco f r his daunhoer-in-lgaw’s familgy where he 

wilglg oransf rm a huban cinar b x ino  a h in b x h lgdinn b oh M lgish and huban 
c insg

8) ADJOURNMENT – The Meetnn is adj urned ao 9:20 MMg


